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Wiile victins’ fanmilies of the September 11'" terror attacks
received a lunp sum federal benefit that averaged $1.5 mlli on,
nost families of Marines killed in Iraq receive only a $21, 000
federal lunp sum benefit.? Cl eary, |awrakers were concerned
with the financial well-being of those who suffered fromthe
9/11 terror attacks, regardl ess of whether or not they had
personal |ife insurance. However, unlike the 9/11 victins,
Mari nes must incur personal expense to receive adequate
financial coverage in the event of death. Currently, over 95%
of all active-duty Marines choose to nmake nonthly paynents to
Service Menber’s Goup Life Insurance (SG.l1) to ensure famly
wel | -being in the event of their death.? Such a | arge
percentage of Marine involvenent in the insurance plan is
testament that SG.I death conpensation is critical to how
Marines plan to care for their |loved ones in the event of death.
Furthernore, it illustrates the need for conpensati on anounts
over and above ot her death benefits, such as the Survivor’s
Benefit Pl an, Dependency and |Indemity Conpensation, and death
gratuity, and nakes it clear that the Federal government nust do
nore to aid fam|lies of deceased service nmenbers w thout
burdeni ng the service nenber w th out-of-pocket expense.
Precedent, fiscal viability, and the noral responsibility of
| awmakers require that the nonetary val ue SA.I provides shoul d

be a no-cost benefit to Marines.



PRECEDENT

In 2001, Congress passed into | aw the Septenber 11'" Victim
Conpensation Fund.® This fund offered the famlies of 9/11
victinms a mni num of $250,000 with a projected average payout of
$1.5 million per claim? Nearly 97% of all eligible famlies
submitted clainms.®> This conpensation was awarded gratis without
any type of premiuns paid by the deceased or their famly.®
Additionally, not only did the Victim Conpensation Fund pay for
death clains, it also paid for injuries stemmng fromthe terror
attacks.’ Each injury clai mwas awarded an average paynent of
$400, 000. 8 In order to receive these benefits, clainmnts needed
only to apply.® In no case was any recipient required to make
any type of paynents in order to receive these benefits and the
conpensation was at no-cost to the beneficiary.® In creating
this fund, the governnent set a precedent of providing financia
aid to those who | ost |oved ones in the war on terrorism

O her high-risk professions offer benefits that far exceed
t he maxi num $250, 000 SGLI benefit at no-cost to their enployees.
For exanple, both the New York Police (NYPD) and New York Fire
Department (NYFD) offer no-cost death benefits that typically
exceed $1.3 million for enployees killed in the line of duty.!
Moreover, the Public Safety Oficer’s Benefit Act of 1976
provi des federal death benefits to all public safety officers

(police, fire, anbulance and rescue squad nenbers) in the United



States.'> This gratis |unp-sum payment of $275,000 is paid by
the federal governnent on top of other benefits paid by
muni ci palities and states in order to aid in the recruitnment and
retention of public safety officers.®

In contrast, a Marine nust make nonthly paynments of $16. 25
to qualify for a maxi num death conpensation of $250,000.'*  This
is in stark contrast to the 9/11 Victi m Conpensati on Fund which
guaranteed a minimum paynment of $250,000 to the fam lies of the
deceased and is far less than NYPD or NYFD benefits.'® It seens
unjust that a Marine who knowi ngly places hinself in dire
situations should be forced to pay for conpensation that terror
attack victins received at no cost. Wil e sone may argue that
the reduced life insurance rates offered by SGI mtigate the
cost the service nmenber incurs, this is a msconception since
commercial life insurance may be purchased by the average Mari ne
for prem uns | ess than SGLI. 1

The inequities are further illustrated in injury cases. An
injured Marine receives no conpensation for injuries suffered.
In fact, a Marine would only receive | unp-sum conpensation if
permanent |y disabled. Furthernore, it would be far |ess
conpensation then the average $400,000 injury conpensation
granted by the Victim Conpensation Fund.!” |f the federal

government deens terror-related injury benefits are worth



$400, 000, then it would seemterror-related mlitary death
benefits shoul d be conpensated at a sim |l ar anount.

In contrast to the 9/11 | unp-sum exanpl es, the ful
benefits of a Marine are paid over the course of years or
decades. '8 A typical Marine death benefit paid over the course
of twenty years is $496,000 and this amount will only be
realized if the Marine had only one child and the surviving
spouse never re-marries. '  This $496, 000 breaks down to $24, 800
a year to cover the expenses incurred by the spouse and child.
This conmparison illustrates an extrene gap in death benefits
between the civilian sector and the mlitary. The conparison is
not made to dispute the 9/11 VictimFund or police force
conpensation. Rather, it is nmade to illustrate that the
conpensation provided to service nmenbers falls bel ow the
benchmar k established by the other funds.

In creating the Victins Conpensation Fund and Public Safety
Oficers’ Benefits Program federal |awmkers have established a
pattern of hel ping those in need. Additionally, through the
creation of various conpensation programnms, nunicipal and state
governments recogni ze the sacrifices of those they place in
hazardous duty. It is tinme for the federal governnment to
recogni ze the needs of those placed in harnis way and extend

simlar conpensation plans to service nenbers. In order to do



S0, no-cost nonetary benefits conparable to the SG.I benefit of
$250, 000 shoul d be extended to service nenbers.
FISCAL VIABILITY

Qpponents to a no-cost death benefit of $250,000 argue that
it is cost prohibitive. In 2004, 410 Marines died while serving
inlrag.? If all received $250,000 as a no-preni um benefit,
the total government cost would be $102 nmillion dollars. At
first glance, this nunber does seem hi gh, but when conpared to
the $10 billion spent in 2004 on Federal International
Assi stance Programs, it is a nomnal sum? | f noney is
redirected fromprograns that currently have |l ess of a need for
the large suns they are receiving, the SG.I could be
suppl enented with little to no cost to the governnent through a
sinple reall ocation of assets. For exanple, the Veterans
Admi ni stration had an outlay of $60 billion for FY 2004. %

Vet erans Adm nistration funding continues to increase while the
nunber of veterans decreases.? These budget increases could be
al l ocated towards death benefit paynments while still providing
adequate care for veteran service nenbers.

Providing the SG.I $250,000 benefit to active duty mlitary
per sonnel wi thout service nmenber prem um paynents i s not cost
prohibitive and is fiscally possible. Al though $102 mllion is
an astronom cal sumto the average citizen, it is virtually

transparent in federal budget ternms. Wile this exanple



primarily focuses on the Marine Corps, any change in federal |aw
woul d affect all armed forces. |[|f each of the 1,495 service
menbers killed in Operation Iragi Freedom (O F) and Operation
Enduri ng Freedom (OEF) received a $250,000 benefit, the federa
cost would be $373 million.?  For the sane time period, the
Veteran’s Admi nistration budget was $174 billion and total
foreign aid was $80 billion.?® $373 nillion allocated to
service nenbers killed in OF and OEF is an insignificant
percent age of these budgets. Moreover, a total of seven billion
dollars was paid by the federal governnent to 9/11 victins and
survivors.?® A benefit of $250,000 paid to each service menmber
killed in OF and OEF woul d only conprise five percent of the
total paid out by the Victinms Conpensation Fund.
MORAL RESPONSIBILITY

Top | awrakers have expressed concern about the well-being
of service nmenbers and their famlies. Wen President Bush
signed the fiscal year 2005 defense bill, he spoke about the
concern for famly well -being:

The excel l ence and professionalismof an all-volunteer

force has never been higher. Anerica nust do all we can to

encour age these special Anericans to stay in uniform And

that starts with taking care of their famlies.?

Fam |y well-being concerns do not rest solely at the

executive |evel of governnent. Congressman Duncan Hunter

Chai rman of the House Arned Service Conmittee, nmade the



foll owing statenent in the House of Representatives on 21 My
2003: “Anerica’s mlitary teamhas perforned brilliantly for us,

"28  Lawmakers have

now it is time for us to performfor them
recogni zed deficiencies and recent increases in defense spending
and death benefits are testament to the | awrmakers’ conmmtnent to
servi ce nenbers. ?° However, there is nore to be done and now is
the tine to take the | awrakers’ support and turn their attention
to providing for the famlies of Marines who have sacrificed
their lives while serving their country. Mlitary |eaders of
all ranks should press this issue while elected officials nust
recogni ze the failings of current service nenber death benefits
and work to establish inprovenent in this still overl ooked area.
It follows that the nonetary value SG.I provides should be
at no cost to service nmenbers. It is beyond question that there
are several federal precedents addressing death benefits and
t hese precedents should formthe basis for service nmenber death
conpensation. Additionally, the federal governnent cost of
establishing and maintaining such standards is clearly
econonically feasible and would be virtually unnoticeabl e when
conpared to the overall federal budget. Furthernore, top
| awmakers have verbally expressed their rightful concern for the
wel fare of mlitary famlies and nust now act upon this nora
responsi bility. Action should be taken imediately to provide

SA.l's nonetary benefits at no cost to service nenbers.
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